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j .ifiting of Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
subject application: 



Claim 1 (canceled). 



2. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, 



wherein: 



said first processing way comprises a way for achieving a high-order image prcjcessing 
for controlling image degradation. 



3. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, 



wherein: 



said second processing way comprises a way of simply changing the number of pixels 
without changing the respective pixel values. 



4. (previously presented) An image processing apparatus for changing the size of 
image data of an original image, comprising: 

a comparison part comparing an image infonnation value which indicates 
predetermined image infomiation of the original image, with a corresponding predetermined 
reference value which is previously set for each of the predetermined image information; and 

a sharing-ratio detentiiuing part which, hased on a comparison result of said 
comparison part, determines a sharing ratio in processing for changing the size of the image 
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data between a first piocessing way md a second processing way different team said first 

processing way, wherein: 

said sharing-ratio detemiining part at^usts the sharing ratio in the processing between 
the first and second processing ways so that tha e«tir« process of a predetermined image size- 
chtmge processing is completed within a given time duration when a required processing time 
which is taken for performing the entire piocessing of the predetermined image size-change 
processing exceeds the given time duration. 



5. (previously presented) The image processing appaiaws as claimed in claim 4. 



wherein: 



said comparison part compares an Image data size-change rate required with a 
predetermined reference value instead of comparing the predetennined image information 



value of the original image. 



6. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, 



wherein: 



the information of the image information value and predetermined reference value 
which said comparison pait compares comprises information concerning the data size of the 



original image. 



7. cpreviously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4. 



wherein: 



the 



information of the image infownation value and predetermined reference value 
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which said comparison 



pan compares compiises inforniation concerning the mimber of colors 



expressible by each pixel of the original image. 



8. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, 



wherein: 



the information of the image infonnation value and predetermined reference value 
which said comparison part compares comprises information concerning the rew^lution of the 
original image. 

9. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4. 
wherein: 

the information of the image infonmalion value and predeterroined reference value 
which said comparison part compares comprises infonnarion as to whether or not the original 
image is a color image or a monochrome image. 

10. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4. 



wherein: 



the sharing ratio between the first and second processing ways is determined 
according to a predetermined attribute of the original image. 



n. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, 



wherein: 



the sharing rario between the first and second processing ways is determined 
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according to a peimissible time duration for completing the entire process of a relevant image 



size-change ptocessing. 



12. (previously presented) The image processing apparwas as claimed in claim 4, 



wherein: 



said first ptocessing way comprises a process for preventing a jaggy fix.m becoming 



conspicuous. 



13. (original) Tlie image processing apparatus as claimed in clairo 10. wherein: 
the pi^deteimined atvribute of the original image which ia used for determining the 
sharing ratio by said sharing-ratio determining part comprises the number of used colors in 



the original image. 



14. (previously presented) The imago processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4. 



wherein: 



the sharing ratio between the first and second processing ways is determined by said 
sharing-ratio deiermining part according to ihe contents of image processing in the entire 
process of a relevant image size-ohange processing. 



1 5. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein an application oixhc first and second processing ways is made in such a manner that 

one 



of the first and second processing way is appUed. and, after that, the other processing way 



is applied. 
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16. (orieinal) ThciinageprocessingapparamsasdaimedmclaiTii 15. wherein the 
application of the first and second processing ^vays is made in such a manner that one of the 
first and second processing way. which one requires a longer processing time, is applied fir^t. 
and. after that, the other processing way is applied. 

17. (previously presented) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4. 
wherein an application of the first and second processing ways is made in such a manner tliat 
one of a first mode and a second mode is selected according to a comparison result of said 
comparison part, 

wherein said first mode is such that both said first and second processitig ways are 
applied in a combination m«.mer. and said second mode is such that only one of the first and 
second processing ways is applied. 

18. (original) The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 17. wherein said 
second mode is such that only one of the first and second processing way, which one requires 
a longer processing time, is applied. 



1 9. (previously presented) The image processing ^paratus as claimed in claim 4, 



wherein: 



said first processing way comprises an image size-change processing for an integer 
size-change rate, and said second processing way comprises an image su^hange processing 
for a size-Change rate which includes a firaction. 
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Claim 20 (canceled). 



21, (previously presented) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23, 



wherein: 



said first processing way cotnpriBes a way for achieving a high-order image processing 
for controlling image degradation. 

22. (previously presented) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23. 



wherein: 



said second processing way 



comprises a way of simply changing the number of pixels 



without changing tlie respective pixel values. 



23. (currently amended) An image processing method a . olaimod in o l nim for 
changing the size of image data of an original image, comprising: 

a comparison step comparing an itnage information value which indicates 
predetermined image information of the original image, with a corresponding predetermined 
reference value which is previously set for esch of the predetermined image information; and 

a sharing-ratio determining step, based on a comparison result of said comparison 
[[part]] stsE. determining a sharing ratio in processing for changing the size of the image data 
between a first processing way and a second processing way different ftom said first 

processing way, wherein: 

said sharing-ratio determining step comprises the step of adjusting the shaiing raUo in 
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the processing between the first and second processing ways so that ihe entire process of a 
predetermined image size-change processing is con^pleted within a given time duration when 
a required processing time which is taken for per forming the entire processing of the 
predeteiTOined image size-change processing exceeds the given time duration. 

24. {previously presented) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23, 
wherein: 

in said comparison step, an image data size-change ratio required is compared vnth a 
predetermined reference value instead of comparing the predetermined image information 
value of the original image. 

25. (previously preseaited) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23. 
wherein: 

the information of the image information value and predetermined reference value 
which is applied in said comparison step for comparison comprises infonnation concerning 
the data size of the original image. 

26. (oorrently amended) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23, 
wherein: 

the infonnation of the image ^formation value and predetennioed reference value 
which is applied in said comparison p ui i for oompariaon stgc comprises infoimation 
concerning the number of colors expressible by each pixel of the original image. 



PAGE 9/18 * RCVD AT 6/612006 7:17:22 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO{FXI{F-6/38 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:t212 391 0631 * DUIUTION (inm-ss):03-30 



Jun-06-06 07:17pin Frora- 



+212-391-0631 



T-221 P. 01 0/01 8 F-635 



Gennosuke MUTOH, 10/616,148 
Page 9 



Dkt,No. 2271/69807 



27. (cuiteutly amended) The image processing method as claimed m cUiin 



wherein: 



the information of flie image information value and predetermined reference value 
which is applied in said comparison pm t for compnriaon stea comprises information 
concerning the resolution of the original image. 

28. (curreiitly amended) The image processiiig method as claimed in claim 23, 
wherein: 

ttie information of tlie image information value and predetermined refeience value 
which is applied in said comparison p m i f or oump irino n SSS& comprises information as to 
whether oi not iHe original image is a color image or a monochrome image. 

29. (previously presented) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23, 



wherein: 



the sharing ratio between the first and second processing ways is determined 
according to a pi-edetennined attribute of the original image. 



30. (previously pittsenled) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23. 
wherein; 

the sharing ratio between the first and second processmg ways is determined 
accoTxiing to a permissible time duration for completing the entire process of a lelevmt image 
size-change processing. 
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31 . (previously presented) The image processing metliod as claimed in claim 23, 



wherein: 



said first processing way comprises a process for preventing a jaggy from becoming 



conspicuous. 



32. (original) The image processing method claimed in claim 29. wherein: 
the predetermined attribute of the original image which is used for determining the 
sliaring ratio in said sharing-ratio determining step comprises the number of used colors in the 



original image. 

33. (previously presented) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23, 
wlierein: 

the sharing ratio between the first and second processing ways is determined in said 
sharing-ratio determining step accoixUng to the contents of image processing in the entire 
process of a relevant image size-change processing. 

34. (previously presented) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23, 
wherein an appUcation of the firet and second processing ways is made in such a manner that 
one of the first and second processing way is applied, and, after that, the other processing way 
is applied. 



35. (original) The image processing method as claimed in claim 34. wherein the 
application of the first and second processing ways ts made in such a manner that one of the 
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fim and second processing way, which one requires a longer preceding time, is applied, and. 
after that, the otlier processing way is applied. 

36. (currently amended) The iinage processing method as claimed in claim 23. 
wherein an appUcation of the first and second processing ways is made in such a manner that 
one of a first mode and a second mode is selected according to a comparison result of said 

comparison [[pan]] si§B> 

wherein said fin.t mode is such that bodi said first and second processing ways are 
applied in a combination manner, and said second mode is such that only one of the first and 
second processing ways is applied. 



37. (original) The image processing method as claimed in claim 36, wherein said 
second mode is such that only one of the first a;id second processing way, which one requires 
a longer processing time, is applied. 

38. (previously presented) The image processing method as claimed in claim 23. 
wherein: 

said first processing way comprises an image size-change processing for an integer 
siz^hange rate, and said second processing way comprises an image siz^change processing 
for a size-change rate which includes a firaclion. 

39. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 20. 
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40. (previously presenved) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 21. 



41. (previously presented) A computei- readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 22. 

42. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of lie method claimed in claim 23. 



43. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 24. 



44. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 25. 



45. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 26. 

46. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer execuuble 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 27. 



47. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
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instmctions causing 



a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 28. 



48. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 29. 

49. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer lo execute each step of the method claimed hi claim 30. 

50. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
insmictions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed m claim 31. 



51. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
ixistruclions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed m claim 32. 

52. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 33. 



53. (previously presemed) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 34. 



54. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instnictions causing a computer to execute each step of the method claimed in claim 35. 
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55. (previously presented) A computer re«Ud,le medium storing computer executable 
instructxo.^ causing a computer to execute each .tep of the method claimed in claim 36. 

56. (previously presented) A computer readable medium storing computer 
executable instruction, causing a coxnputer to execute each step of the method claimed in 
claim 37, 

57. (previously presented) A computer readable medium staring computer executable 
instr^vctions causing a computer to execute each st.p of the metiiod claimed in claim 38. 
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